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Since its inception in 2006 by the Michigan Public Health Association (MPHA), the Michigan
Journal of Public Health (MJPH) has served as a peer-reviewed publication bridge between
public health practice and academic partners in Michigan and its Great Lakes affiliates. This
relationship is reflected in the composition of the Editorial Board, which includes representation
from state and local public health, as well as expertise from major academic institutions.
Additionally, MPHA collaboration in promotion of the annual Michigan’s Premier Public Health
Conference has provided a forum for presentation of public health practice, evaluation and
research. In partnership with the conference planning committee and to further community-wide
dissemination, invited 2009 Conference poster presentations are published in this 2010 MJPH
issue. They reflect a range of public health practice, evaluation, research and program
development in keeping with the MJPH mission.
To further explore the continuum of public health through community-based participatory
research (CBPR), the Journal is issuing a call for papers which reflect CBPR values, innovation
and leadership. CBPR can be defined as partnerships between health professionals, academics
and community members throughout formative and summative processes which result in shared
knowledge and experiences. This tenet of mutual respect has the potential to promote public
health capacity building and systems change. A critical element is the balancing of research with
practice, putting research into action and evaluating what we do in practice. CBPR benefits can
include culturally competent measurement tools, enhanced data quality and quantity, and more
accurate adaptation of best practices (Viswanathan, 2004). Detail of the call for papers will be
posted on the MPHA/MJPH website in May, 2011 (www.mipha.org).
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